
harmless, drugless and comprising no harmful exercises,
sweat-baths or starvation diet ; that by means of it one
can 'weigh just what one wants to weigh' and eat 'all one
wants to do' ; and that to anyone who will send to them his
or her name and address they will mail free a booklet dis¬
closing the secret and enabling such person 'to reduce your¬
self and be just as happy as I am.'

"Instead of a revelation of this secret remedy, those who
respond to the advertisement are sent a booklet consisting
entirely of matter further advertising the treatment. . . ."

"With this booklet is a letter printed in imitation of type¬
writing in which representations similar to those quoted
above are made, and it is further represented that 'with my
treatment you at once become the master of your own body.
You control your weight ever after. You can weigh just
what you want to weigh—what you rightfully should weigh,
you can have a shapely form. You can reduce the size of
your Abdomen, Arms, Bust, Shoulders or other parts to
their proper size' ;—and that 'age makes no difference, as it
will reduce anyone between the age of 15 to 75 years of age
or even older.'

"By subsequent letters the price of the treatment is reduced
gradually until it is finally offered for a remittance of 25
cents.

"A copy of the 'Improved French Method for Reducing
Superfluous Flesh' sold under the above representations is
in evidence in the case. It consists of a loosely bound pam¬
phlet of about 24 pages of matter printed in imitation of
typewriting setting forth general statements as to the causes
of fat and methods of removal. Exercise, bathing, the drink¬
ing of lemon juice and of Vichy and Kissingen waters, dieting
and the use of enemas are recommended.

"Substantially the same system of treatment for obesity was
sold by Walter C. Cunningham of Denver, Colo., under the
name Marjorie Hamilton and the Marjorie Hamilton Com¬
pany, against which names a fraud order was issued on Jan.
12, 1914. . . ."

Much stress was laid by the Hattie Biel concern on the
•claim that should the obesity cure not bring about the reduc¬
tion desired the money that had been paid for it would be
refunded. Federal officials refer to this "refund guaranty"
thus :

"The evidence shows that, contrary to the representations
made with reference to a refund of money to dissatisfied
purchasers, the respondents, when a request for a refund is
received, write the correspondent expressing great surprise
that the treatment has been a failure and strive in every way
to avoid making a refund, finally endeavoring to have the
patron accept a supply of 'Slenderine,' a treatment for obesity
manufactured by Hattie Biel's husband, in lieu of a refund."

The Post Office inspectors corresponded with a number of
persons who had taken the Hattie Biel treatment and found
that practically three out of every four of the individuals
who had used the "cure" were dissatisfied with the results.
It was brought out at the hearing that the Hattie Biel con¬
cern received on an average 283 pieces of mail daily.

After a thorough investigation, the solicitor for the Post
Office Department recommended the issuance of a fraud order
against the concern, and on Oct. 12, 1914, the use of the
United States mails was denied Hattie Biel and Hattie Biel
& Company.

Rural Waste Disposal.—From records of surveys already
made, we know in general of two points of attack, namely,
the crass ignorance which obtains as to necessity for sanitary
disposal of waste, and the almost universal habit of taking
"dope" medicine. That there are hundreds of homes in the
rural districts without a closet, sanitary or otherwise, is a
fact. If we knew the why of this condition, we could pre¬
scribe the remedy. Once I asked an old gentleman, who had
a good home and a large and profitable farm, why he had
not built a closet. After an embarrassed silence he answered,
"We don't have them things." He looked as if I had touched
a subject beyond the bounds of respectability. I have often
wondered since if this isn't the attitude of mind of many
people who have never known of the sanitary conveniences
required by just common decency.—Oscar Dowling, American
Journal of Public Health, May, 1915.

Metabolic Conjugation of Phenol and Sulphates
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inyour excellent series on "Practical Phar-

macology" (The Journal, March 27, 1915, p. 1071) it was
stated that:

Sodium sulphate was long supposed to be an effective antidote
to phenol, with which it was said to form a sulphocarbolate. This
reaction does not occur in the body, and one should avoid being
misled by this popular fallacy.

In evident contradiction with this, The Journal (July 10,
1915, p. 174) stated editorially:

Phenol is known to conjugate with sulphuric acid arising in metabo-
lism and leave the organism in the form of an ethereal sulphate or
sulphonate which appears to be comparatively harmless.

Should the editorial staff of The Journal not be asked to
"brush up" on questions of practical pharmacology? Please
omit my name if you publish this. P. A. W.

[Comment.\p=m-\Theeditorial says, after referring to the
supposed evidence for a metabolic conjugation of this sort,
"It is questionable, however, whether the latter (phenol)
combines with sulphates as such in the body." A careful
reading of the two statements shows that, instead of beingcontradictory, they are confirmatory of each other so far as
they refer to the same phenomenon. Ethereal sulphates may
be formed in metabolism and excreted as phenylsulphates
quite independently of any antidotal reaction such as that
referred to.—Ed.]

Syphilis of the Brain and Cord
To the Editor:\p=m-\Referringto the paper by Dr. Joseph

Collins and that by Dr. Swift I desire to offer the following
observations from my own experience (The Journal, July 10,
1915, p. 139) : In cases of nonsyphilitic tumor of the brain,
the laboratory examination of blood and spinal fluid may
indicate syphilis. Given a case with clear, positive history
of syphilis, but with negative laboratory tests, the individual
may suffer from tumor of the spinal cord or brain which is
nonsyphilitic in character.

An individual who has had syphilis and whose blood and
spinal fluid show positive tests for syphilis may suffer from a
psychosis or various nervous affections which are not wholly
due to syphilis. In other words, in the presence of mental
and nervous disease, either organic or apparently functional
in character, positive laboratory findings indicative of syphilis
do not necessarily indicate that the disease from which the
individual suffers is syphilitic in character.

At the present time it would appear that one very impor¬
tant treatment of syphilis is receiving less attention or less
emphasis than its merits demand. I refer to the treatment
by rest—rest of body and rest of mind. In the old days
before Wassermann and salvarsan, I often saw tabetic
patients greatly improved by a short rest in bed—even of
a week or. two. The general hygienic treatment of patients
suffering from syphilis of the nervous system is of the great¬
est importance; and in these days of salvarsan, I fear there
is some danger that it may be overlooked.

Theodore Diller, M.D., Pittsburgh.

An Improved Hemorrhoid Operation
To the Editor:\p=m-\Inotice in The Journal, July 17, 1915,

p. 246, the description of an improved hemorrhoid operation
by Dr. William Lee Secor. I have been doing this shoemaker
stitch operation for the last ten years, as a number of Shreve-
port doctors can testify. I did not give it to The Journal
in view of the fact that practically all stitch operations for
hemorrhoids had been done and, although having never heard
of this one, I did not claim originality.

A. P. Crain, M.D., Shreveport, La.
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